is not for a righteous man, but is for the law-
less and disobedient.” Also iRomansl10:4
“For the Messiah is the end of the law for right-
eoushess to everyone that believes,” Paul was
speaking of the law of sacrifice

Oh my goodness! Everything is starting to
make sense, and now, | am beginning to under-
stand. All the laws could not be irrelevant. As |
stated earlier if that were the case, we could
murder, steal, covet, commit adultery or just
live lawlessly and it would be okay, but it is
not okay to do those things because the law
states that it is wrong.

The Messiah was blameless and perfect. He
lived a pure life so that he could be the perfect
sacrifice for our sins. He was the sacrificial

lamb, the final sacrifice. He became the High
Priest to intercede for us. There was no more
need for the shedding of the blood of innocent
animals. HE laid down his life for us. Better

yet, He laid down his life just for me. And what

is asked of me and you in return? It's quite

simple,be obedient to the laws.

The tears flowed down my face as | rezam-

uel 15:22 “... Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams”.
All that GOD has done for me overwhelmed
me. All the Messiah gave for me overwhelmed
me. The obedience to the law was not nailed to
the cross. It was the grace that my father so
generously gave to his servants. The love for
the law is the perpetual sacrifice for our sins.

| open the doors to the patio of the hotel.

Standing there my tears began to flow even
more. The tears were because of a renewed
hope. My hope was not in the sermons that told

be obedient to his word. My dad would often
say to me as a child. “ If you loved me you
would do as | ask.” The Most High asks the
same of me.

| dried my tears and looked upward. The sky
was still just where it belonged. The birds were
still flying. The fish were still swimming. The
ocean knew just how far inland to come, every-
thing that GOD created was obeying the com-
mandments that he has set for them for their
well being, and now | know, that | have to obey
the commandments he has set for me, for my
well being, but not only my well being, but
because | lovédIM. John 14:15 “If you love
me, keep my commandment#’was a beauti-
ful day.

For additional information on this topics please
visit our website at www.nccicharlotte.com.

me to live lawlessly and grace would cover my
sins. It was a hope that the law is for my good
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me, and as a mark of my love for GOD, | will 0O " * + , -



While sitting on the ocean front, | marveled a
the beauty of nature. The sky knows just ho
far to come

down on the ho-

rizon. The ocean

knows how far

inland to come.

The birds know

that they should

fly and not swim

and the fish

aren’t sunbathing on the shore. The laws of
nature are profound.

Posted at the beach were signs not to go into
the very deep water, because it is extremely
hard for a lifeguard to save you beyond a cer-
tain point. There were also posted, signs that
prohibited motorcars on the beach. This was to
ensure the safety and enjoyment of everyone at
the beach. There were also various street signs,
traffic signs and notices that governed the laws
of conduct in that area.

When | arrived back at the hotel, | noticed the
instructions posted on the inside of my hotel
room door about the check-out times and pro-
cedures. When these procedures are followed,
this helps the front desk staff to keep up with
their room availability and it allows the house-
keeping staff to perform their duties in a timely
fashion.

In the lobby of the hotel there was a sign
posted asking the guest coming in from the
pool area, to dry off thoroughly, or to change
out of their wet swim wear, before entering in
the lobby area. By adhering to this policy an
individual is lest likely to slip and fall on a wet
floor.

Later that night, back in my room, as | began to
study the scriptures, | thought back to all the
rules, regulations and the different policies that

were posted throughout the hotel and beach area
governing the conduct and actions of the people,

residents and visitors alike. | continued reading
but my mind kept
drifting back to the
laws that nature i
govern by, then

remembered som
thing my pastor sai
in service last Su
day morning, he told
the church that we were not “under law” he said
we were “under grace”, he said in order to re-
ceive eternal life all we had to do was believe in

Jesus, he then said, “l understand that we are sin-
ners and are not perfect. It is because GOD is so
merciful that HE gives us this grace. Each day is
a new beginning”. Further more; my pastor says

all the old laws were “nailed to the cross”. But if

all the laws were indeed nailed to the cross then |
commit

should be able to murder, steal, covet,
adultery and pretty much live a lawless life with-
out consequence. Hmmm! That's something to
think about.

However, if the laws of nature are relevant, then

it would stand to reason that there must be some

laws to govern man. | then read the scripture,
Romans 6:1What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sinthat grace may abound? Then |
read furtherRomans 6:14For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law,
but under grace.

After reading this | was confused all over again.
Then | read the following scripturelCorin-

thians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of GOD? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor

adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of them-

—e

selves with mankind, 6:10 Nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom
of GOD.

It would stand to reason that GOD will
not contradict his own Word. Perhaps
there is something more than just having
grace. If law of the land governs our be-
havior, then there must be spiritual laws
as well “You shall keep all my stat-
utes...You shall not walk in the manner of
the nation which | cast out before you, for
they committed all these things; therefore
| hate them... am your GOD which has
separated you from other peoplegviti-
cus 20:23-24. This passage makes so
much sense. How can a person be meas-
ured unless there is a measuring stick?

I'm aware that in days of antiquity the
Levitical Priesthood atoned for our sins by
offering up a sacrifice unto the most high,
they would sacrifice goats & lambs for
our sins. So let's ask ourselves a question.
What is SIN? Let's see what the scrip-
tures saylJohn3:4Vhosoever commit-
teth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin
is the transgression of the law. So when
we break a commandment, a policy, an
ordinance or daw, we have sinned. So
when my pastor said that the Messiah did
away with all of the laws when he was
crucified, he was lying to me and the
church, because if the laws were done
away with, then how do we explain
1Corinthians 15:56 “The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law”. We
know sin by the law. | now have a clear
understanding of what Paul meant when
he said inLTimothy 1:8 “The law is good

if a man uses it lawfully; knowing this,
thatthe law o




